ISATAH 40




Isaiah 40 -- Plan

e Dispensationalism

e Author’s Intended Meaning
* Context

* Text

* Further Discussion



Origin of Dispensationalism

e What s it?

* Dr. Scofield defines a dispensation as a period of time during which man is tested in respect of obedience to
sbc_)me specific revelation of the will of God. He teaches in the Scofield Bible that there are Seven
ispensations:

The Dispensation of Innocency: before the Fall;

The Dispensation of Conscience: before the Flood,;

The Dispensation of Human Government;

The Dispensation of Promise: from the calling of Abraham until Mt. Sinai;
The Dispensation of the Law: from Mt. Sinai to the cross of Christ;
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The Dispensation of Grace: from the cross of Christ to the Second Advent;
7.  The Dispensation of the Kingdom: the Millennium.

Dr. H. A. Ironside, a dispensationalist and an ardent disciple of Scofield, acknowledges that the dispensational
doctrine of the Church is of comparatively recent origin and that it was brought to the fore through the
writings of Mr. J. N. Darby, the leader of the ‘Plymouth Brethren,” who died in 1882.



Dispensationalism

*(Col 2:13-14 KJV) 13 And you, being dead in your sins
and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he
quickened together with him, having forgiven you all
trespasses; 14 Blotting out the handwriting of
ordinances that was against us, which was contrary
to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross;

 Question: What was nailed to the cross?



Dispensationalism 2

*(Col 2:13-14 ESV) 13 And you, who were dead in your
trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God
made alive together with him, having forgiven us all
our trespasses, 14 by canceling the record of debt
that stood against us with its legal demands. This he
set aside, nailing it to the cross.

 Question: What was nailed to the cross?



Dispensationalism 3

* The word that Paul uses which KJV translates as “handwriting of
ordinances” and which the ESV (and multiple other newer translations)
translates as “the record of debt” was: cheirograph. He uses that word
nowhere else in the New Testament.

e The word that Paul uses in others of his letters for THE LAW was: homos.

 The word nomos does not appear anywhere in the letter he wrote to the
Colossians.

* The word cheirograph turned up on some ancient scrolls in Egypt during
the 1800’s. Turns out the word normally means a debt, sort of an IOU.

 Does it make sense that the “record of our debt” was nailed to the cross?

* |f (IF!) it were not THE LAW, but OUR DEBT, that was nailed to the cross...
what impact does that have on our study of Isaiah 40 today?



Video Links

e Author’s Intended Meaning (1.5 minutes)

e Context (6.5 minutes)

e Text (5.5 minutes)


150614_Video_AIM_AuthorIntendedMeaning_Extract_Definition_of_AIM_MarkMoore.mp4
150614_Video_CONTEXT_Extract_ContextExamples_MarkMoore.mp4
150614_Video_SCRIPTURE_Isaiah_40_HD1080_150613.mp4

Isaiah 40

e What is the CONTEXT of Isaiah 407
e What is the AUTHOR’s INTENDED MEANING of the book of Isaiah?
* Pre-study: What are the two main topics of the chapter?



Isaiah 40

8 A voice says, “Cry out.”
And T said, “What shall T ery?

“All people are like grass,
and all their faithfulness is like the flowers of the field
7 The grass withers and the flowers fall,
becanse the breath of the LorD blows on them.
Surely the people are grass.

¥ The prass withers and the flowers fall,
but the word of our God endures forever.”

Before him all the nations are as nothing;
they are regarded by him as worthless
and less than nothing.

I He brings princes to naught

and reduces the mlers of this world to nothing.
M No zooner are they planted,

o sooner are they sown,
no sooner do they take root in the ground,

than he blows on them and they wither,
and a whirlwind sweeps them away like chaff.

¥Why do you complain, Jacob?
Why do you say, srael,

“My way is hidden from the LorD;

my cause i3 disregarded by my God™?




Pre-Background

* There is a span of about 150 years between chapter 39 and chapter 40 of
Isaiah.

* The historical background for the material in chapters 40-66 is the
Babylonian Exile and the post-exilic period. These chapters have been
referred to as "the Book of Consolation" and "the heart of the Old
Testament."

* In chapters 1-39 Isaiah spoke to his own generation regarding the ability of God to
defend them against the Assyrians. Sennacherib (king of Assyria) was the
predominant world leader.

* |In chapters 40-66 Isaiah envisioned the day when the Babylonians would destroy
Jerusalem and take the Jews into Captivity (586 B.C. and see also 2 Kings 25). He also
envisioned the events that would result in the Jews returning to Jerusalem to rebuild
and restore their nation. Cyrus (king of Persia) was the predominant world leader.



Background

* With this chapter we begin the second portion of the Book of Isaiah, which has as its common
theme the salvation and future blessing of God'’s Feople. When you work in this section of the
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book, you have to work on several levels of significance or application, and you have to work on
them in the proper order.

* First, you must interpret the passage as the author intended it to be understood. This means
that your first consideration would be to think about how the message would fit the exiled
community as they were being encouraged to leave Babylon and return to the land. The prophet
was giving them a message they would need later when they were in exile.

* Recall that the Jews had been taken into captivity in three waves, in 605 B.C., 597 B.C. and 586
B.C. when Jerusalem was destroyed. They knew that they were to be there for 70 years, and so
toward the end of that exile they were to be prepared to leave. They did leave in 536 when Persia
ruled the land. But a lot of the Jews did not go back to the land, but stayed in the east. As we said
before, Isaiah did not know these dates, because he is writing beforehand. He ]Probably thought
his audience would be in exile, and so he was giving them the message of comfort.



Background 2

e Second, and related to the first, you must consider the impact of the
message on the immediate audience. This is true of all prophetic passages,
in the Old or New Testament. They may predict something far off in the
future, but the immediate audience will learn some basic principle under
that discussion that will build faith, reprove, or instruct. The theological
message of the passage will be the same; but the response to it will be
different for different times, perhaps preventive as opposed to remedial.
Even if Isaiah’s immediate audience never went into captivity, they would
have learned from the sermons to repent (and hopefully stave off the
exile), and to know that even if they went they were still the covenant
people (if they believed) and would be coming back. That would have
encouraged them.



Background 3

* Third, you must then consider how the passage would be understood in
Gospel times. This step is usually important because the prophecy probably
will have some Messianic import. Often the Messianic passage will have a
meaning back in the Old Testament times that is but a type or a
foreshadowing of the Christ event. Or, the Isaianic passage may be quoted
in the New Testament, especially in some apostolic teaching on doctrine or
practice, and this provides a good intermediate step to the present
application. Isaiah 40 was applied to John and Jesus in their missions.

e Fourth, you then may look for the significance or application for the
modern audience. Here you are looking for similar conditions to the
original setting so that you can apply the theology in a similar way.



Discussion

 What attributes or qualities of God does Isaiah present in these
verses?
* Timing:
e After Hezekiah, to bear the exile?
* At the end of the exile, going home (150 years later)?
* Where cited? -- 3 A voice of one calling: "In the desert prepare the

way for the LORD; make straight in the wilderness a highway for our
God.



Discussion 2

* What is the significance of naming Lebanon?

16 Lebanon is not sufficient for altar fires, nor its animals enough for burnt
offerings.

* “Isaiah doesn’t criticize idol-making; he just describes it... Description
is all he has to do. Idol-making is too stupid to require comment. His
serious tones and careful observations are dripping with sarcasm.
ldols may be decked out impressively, they might even inspire awe
and mystery, but all they are is what they are.”

* But what about today?



Discussion 3

* The Milky Way is 104,000 light-years across, containing over 100 billion
stars. To count them one by one would take us over 3,000 years. And
according to the latest probing of the Hubble Space Telescope, there are
hundreds of billions of galaxies in God’s universe!

* 100,000,000,000 stars, times
* 100,000,000,000 galaxies, equals
* 10,000,000,000,000,000,000,000 stars

* But so what? Is all thisofust a big stunt? No. God wants us to see something
about himself. The God who brings out their host by number every n(ijght,
who calls them by name so that not one of them is missing — this God has
made a promise to use this fifth-rate little world we live in. He has
promised us himself in all his glory. Do you think this God deserves your
confidence? Do you think this God who manages the universe, right down
to the faintest star, will lose track of you?



Discussion 4

e Questions for the exiles to wrestle with:

* Has God been defeated by the gods of the
Babylonians?

* Has our sin separated us from God forever?

*Just as he had said that judgment would come,
and it had, so he now says restoration will come,
and it will!



Discussion 5

* How does Isaiah’s message of comfort apply to us today?

* What sorts of circumstances or events cause contemporary people
today to become weak and weary?

* What Christian within your acquaintance could you encourage with a
word about God’s comfort the next time you see him or her?



